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Dear FRitwDs, 


S I have lately paid an exerciſing viſit, in 
Goſpel Love, to molt of the meetings of 
Friends in your nation, in the courſe whereof, the 
ſtates of many were clearly pointed out, and the 
Love of God renewedly manifeſted; and, being 
deſirous that the ſavour thereof may ſo reſt upon 
the ſpirits of thoſe viſited, as to produce fruits an- 
ſwerable to the labour beſtowed, and alſo, that 
thoſe who were not ſharers in this favour may be 
excited to a diſcharge of their duty, I am enga- 
ged, I hope, in a degree of the ſame love, to en- 
deavour, in part, to ſum up the teſtimony I have 
had to bear amongſt you, and recommend it to 
your attentive conſideration, 


An, in the firſt place, I wiſh it may be eſteem- 
ed an inſtance of peculiar favour and condeſcen- 
ſion, that the Lord is inſtrumentally viſiting his 
church, and baptiſing his ſ{crvants into the ſeve- 
ral ſtates therein, in order that they may be qua- 
lified to ſympathiſe with the oppreſſed, ſtrengthen 


the weak, and rouſe the indolent and 1nattentive 
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to their duty: and, if ſuch mercics are lighted by 
any, it will certainly add to their condemnation ; 
and having been favoured with the means of work- 
ing out their ſouls? ſalvation, and called to im- 
prove their time and talent to that important end, 
they will be left without excuſe, 


Wren miniſtry proceeds from the right ſpring, 
"tis a very awful thing to be miniſtered unto :— 
and it has been, at times, ſo evidently in the de- 
monſtration of the Spirit and with power, that all 
might be ſenſible that it 1s not of men but of God, 
who trieth the heart and manifeſteth the ſtate 
thereof to his ſervants :—therefore, ſuch who are 
thus miniſtered unto, ſhould conſider themſelves as 
ſpoken to by Him through his miniſters, who, as 
ambaſſadors for him, beſeech the people to be 
reconciled to him :—and, as I humbly hope my- 
ſelf and dear companion in goſpel labour, have 
(according to our mealure) been engaged thus to 
miniſter amongſt you, we may ſay with the Apoſ- 
tle, if our goſpel be hid, it is hid to thoſe who 
are loſt, whole eyes the god of this world hath fo 
blinded, that they cannot perceive the mercy of 
God in theſe precious viſitations. 


Bor, dear Friends, as many of you have been 
affected with a ſenſe of his Love to your fouls, I 
beſcech you, let it not be thus manifeſted in vaig ; 


but, agreeable to our earneſt exhortation, ſo at- 


tend to the manifeſtation of his Holy Spirit in 
your hearts, as everlaſtingly to profit thereby. 


From our beginning as a people, we have been 
peculiarly engaged to teſtify that the Grace of 
God, which bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared to all 
men, and teacheth to deny ungodlineſs and the world's 

luſts, 


* 
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lufts, and to live ſoberly, righteoufly and godly in this 
preſent world: and the travel of my ſpirit hath 
been, that the members of our lociety may not 
reſt in a formal profeſſion of faith in this grace, 
but become ſo experimentally acquainted there- 
with, as the great change from the ſtate of fallen 
nature to that of grace may be effected thereby; 
without which, (may it be deeply impreſſed upon 
every mind,) we cannot be accepted of God 
through his beloved Son, who has declared thar, 
unleſs a man be born again he cannot ſce the king- 
dom of God. And why ſo ?—but becaule, in 
his natural ſtate, he has not diipoſitions of mind 
adequate to the purity of that kingdom; for, 
fleſh and blood (with the defires natural thereto) 
cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. It ſhould 
therefore, become our moſt earneſt engagement 
that, as we have borne the image of the earthly 
nature, we may alſo bear that of the heavenly.— 
But, undef a forrowful ſenſe that many amongſt 
you. are ſtrangers to, or greatly deficient in, this 
great and neceſſary work, I have been concerned 
to preſs it home upon them to work, whillt it is 
called to- day, in making their calling and clection 
ſure; becauſe time flies ſwiftly; and. if it ſhould 
terminate before this work is accompliſhed, the 
cloſc will be attended with a certain fearful look- 
ing for of judgment and fiery indignation which 
will urd. be revealed. 


Ager, dear Friends, let not theſe important 
truths be diſregarded; but awfully conſider them; 
and be ſteadily concerned that, when you ſhall be 
called to an account of your ſtewardſhip, you may 
be found ready :—for, unto each of us is given 


Grace, according to the meaſure of the gift of 
God, 
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God, who, having wiſcly diſpenſed unto us gifts 
different, *tis expected we ſhould make an im- 
n of the various talents we are intruſted 
agreeable to our bleſſed Saviour's doctrine, 
Math. xxv. and 15, Sc. whereby I wiſh you to try 
yourſelves, that you may ſee what you have been 
doing with your lord's money, which it you do, 


probably ſome may ſee they have been hiding it 


in the carth: although they have been cloathing 
themſelves with a fair outſide- profeſſion and ſhew 
of religion, yet the Seed of the Kingdom, rhe 
Grace of God, 1s oppreſſed under the cares of this 
world, and the poſſeſſions thereof, which have ſo 
engroſſed their affections, that the Love of the 
Father is not in them; and the ſtate of ſome of 
theſe is the more lamentable and dangerous, be- 
cauſe, in ſome former period of their lives, they 
have been favoured with the tendering impreſſions 
of divine Love and Life when they beheld with 
deſire the celeftial glory, unto which if they had 
kept a ſingle eye, they would have been changed 
by the operation of the divine Spirit, until they had 
been renewed up in the Image of God, and ſo have 
been furniſhed unto every good work : but ſuffering 
themſelves to be allured by the terreſtrial glory, 
the proſpect of their becoming fruitful in righte- 
ouſneſs has been blaſted ; and, preferring earthly 
to heavenly treaſure, as they have increaſed in the 
firſt, they have loſt that which is infinitely more 
valuable, and, being ſettled down in a formal 
ſtate, are incapable of coming up livingly into any 
active ſervice for God in his church; for, thoſe 
who act in the diſcipline, as well as the miniſtry, 
ſhould be men and women fearing God and hatin 

Covetouſneſs. Had the middle-aged and more 


advanced in life amongſt you retained the heaven- 
ly 


FRIENDS IN IRELAND. 5 


ly dew, which once reſted on their ſpirits, how 
many in the different ſtations in the church might 
have ſtood in the dignity and authority of Truth, 
and, to uſe the expreſſion of the Prophet, beer 
as ſaviours on mount Sion, who ſhould judge the 
mount of Eſau, or have been qualified to feed 
the Lord's ſheep and lambs ?—when alas ! now 
the children who are weak aſk bread, and there 
are not, in ſome places, any to diſpenſe it. 
Their ſtate requires inſtruction and fatherly care 
but thoſe around them, who from their outward 
appearance ſeem to be ſomewhat, are incapable to 
adminiſter it. My ſpirit, in tender compaſſion 
and ſympathy, has lamented over the youth, 
many of whom are left as without watchers over 
them, expoſed to the temptations of a ſubtle ene- 
my, who has carried away the minds of ſome into 
the vanities and pleaſures of this wicked world, 
and, by his inſinuations and reaſonings, ſo darkened 
their underſtandings, that they lightly eſteem the 
principles of Truth, and, by a conformity to the 
world and its manners, ſeek its friendſhips, which 
are enmity with God; becauſe they ſtand in con- 
traricty to the croſs of Chriſt. With ſome of 
theſe, as well as with ſome more advanced in age, 
I fear we have unavailingly laboured ; who, pre- 
ferring lying vanities to their ſouls' mercies, ap- 
pear determined to walk in the way of their own 
hearts and ſight of their own eyes, aſking counſel 
of their paſſions, and making their earthly wiſdom 
the rule of their conduct: but let them know that, 
for ſo doing, God will bring them to Judgement. 
The time is haſtening when the laughter of 
theſe will be changed into mourning; for they 
will ſee that it has been an evil thing, and is very 
bitter in its conſequences, for them to have for- 

ſaken 


OE 


| 


8 AN EPISTLE TO 


ſaken the Lord, and that his fear has not been in 
them, How many, by ſwerving from the holy 
commandment, and taking the government of 
themſelves, have mingled for themſelves a bitter 
cup in this life, as well as neglected to lay the 


foundation for a better hope when time ſhall ter- 
minate ? 


DzarLy beloved youth, whoſe minds are ten- 
der, may others“ harms make you beware; and 
may you prize the day of the Lord's merciful Viſt- 
tation, and cheriſh thoſe ſcruples, which, by the 
In- ſhinings of his Light, are raiſed in your minds; 
fo will you be led to ſeek for ſtrength, to take up 
the Croſs to your natural inclinations and follow 
Chriſt, who, as in all things he was ſubject to the 
will of his Father, was a perfe& example to us : 
—and, did the conſideration how much he ſuffered 
for us, the Juſt for the Unjuſt, that he might 
bring us to God, bear due weight with us, 1t 
would excite us to follow him in the ſame ſelf- 
denying path, which becomes the more eaſy, the 
more it is travelled in; becauſe it is attended with 
true peace. Were our youth reſigned to walk 
therein, they would become devoted zo, and fitted 
for the Lord's fervice, ſo as to ſucceed thoſe who 
have been valiant for the Truth; and we, as a 
people, ſhould yet become the Beauty of Nations: 
for, it appears evident, from the many Divine Vi- 
ſitations wherewith we are favoured, that the Lord, 
who gathered us and formed us a people to his 
Praiſe, ſeeks our reſtoration to purity and zeal for 
the Honour of his Name: and, although ſome 
may fo reſiſt his Grace againſt themſelves, as to 
ſcatter from us, I hope others will more fully ſub- 
mit to the government of the Shepherd of Iſrael ; 


and, 
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and, rejoicing in him as their Leader and Feeder, 
will not be looking out for inſtrumental helpers, 


but thankfully acknowledge that he is ſufficient 
for his own work. 


Dx ar Friends, —let it be your engagement, in 
your ſeveral ſtations and ſtages of life, humbly to 
wait upon the Lord in your publick ſolemnities, 
and alſo at other ſeaſons; that you may experi- 
ence him a Fountain unſealed for your refreſh- 
ment and inſtruction; and, if he ſpeaks reproof, 
receive it as a token of his Favour; for, whomſo- 
ever he loves, he rebukes and chaſtens, that they 
may become partakers of his Holineſs; and, glori- 
fying him in their bodies and ſpirits, may be fitted 
to be glorified with him, when they ſhall have ac- 
compliſhed the work he has appointed them on 
earth, Theſe weighty truths will be livingly 
opened in your underſtandings, as you live under 
the influence of the Divine Power; ſo that you 
will acknowledge that you need not that any man 
teach you; and prize the privilege of your educa- 
tion which has pointed to an entire dependance up- 
on him who teaches as never man taught; and 
under the conſideration of his condeſcending Love, 
will worſhip and praiſe his ever worthy Name: 
and in this day, wherein he has ſeen meet in fo 
great a degree to cut off from you inſtrumental 
helpers, your ſilent ſolemnities will be ſeaſons of 
renewing of ſtrength and encouragement to truſt in 
him who alone is the ſure Helper of his people. 
The Chriſtian life is a life of inward exerciſe and 
waiching unto Prayer; in which if all were engag- 
ed in our publick meetings, it would preſerve from 
that ſl-epy ſpirit, which fo frequently prevails over 
ſome ro their reproach; who would do well to 
conſider 
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conſider how inconſiſtent this practice is with their 
high and holy profeſſion of worſhipping God in 
Spirit and in Truth, It is a very awful conſidera- 
tion, that, in aſſembling under this profeſſion, we 
preſent ourſelves to the view of him, who beholds 
the frame of our ſpirits; and how ſuch muſt ap- 
pear in his ſight, let them ſolemnly reflect, and, in a 
ſenſe of their vileneſs, abhor themſelves as in duſt 
and aſhes. I hope ſome of theſe will peruſe theſe 
remarks, and wiſh they may be inſtructed thereby; 
which appeared the more neceſſary, becauſe it feem- 
ed almoſt impoſſible, by words, to engage their at- 
tention : for, I have with ſorrow beheld ſome ſo 
ſunk into this ſtate, even whilſt the teſtimony of 
Truth was declaring, that they could know but a 
ſmall part of what was delivered. I might forbear 
to mention with what difficulty a miniſter who is 
concerned for the Welfare of ſuch Souls muſt la- 
bour, did I not wiſh by every motive, to rouſe them 
to a conduct more conſiſtent with the nature of that 
Spiritual Worſhip we profeſs: for there muſt be 
a preparedneſs of heart wrought, to partake of this 
Holy Communion—we muſt forſake the Table of 
Idols before we can be admitted to the Lord's Ta- 
ble :—yea—we muſt abhor the tood wherewith the 
the Table of Idols is ſpread, or we cannot reliſh the 
Spiritual Dainties of the Lord's Houſe, and be cry- 
ing, Lord, ever more give us that Bread whereby our 
ſouls may be nouriſhed up unto everlaſting Life, 
It is not improbable that the drowſineſs before- 
mentioned may, in ſome, proceed from eating and 
drinking more than nature requires; this moſt 
certainly unfits the mind for ſpiritual exerciſes ; 
for, when the body is ſtill, the mind ſinks into reſt. 
Under this conſideration, it becomes the duty of all 
to watch, leſt their table become a ſnare to them, 

and 
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and wine and ſtrong drink be ſo indulged in their 
| feaſts, as io unfit them for Communion with God 
and the Participation of the New Wine of his 
Kingdom. And, young people ſhould, eſpecially, 
be careful not to indulge themſelves in the uſe of 
much wine, Sc. leſt the prevalence of cuſtom grow 
upon them as they advance in years. To the fore- 
going hints, may be added another practice, 
which, tho' not general, yet I obſerved it in one 
quarter, and is very unbecoming a religious aſſem- 
bly, and that is the cuſtom of chewing Tobacco. 
May thoſe who thus indulge themſelves reflect, how 
contrary this conduct and diſpoſition of mind are 
to the offering to the Lord the ſacrifices of broken 
hearts and contrite ſpirits which tremble at his 
Word, which, in our beginning as a people, were 
conſpicuous in our aſſemblies. To be temperate 
in all things is a great attainment z and truly chri- 
ſtian minds will preſs after it: and, if the Divine 
Benefactor has diſpenſed plenty of temporal good, 
ſuch will be concerned that they may uſe the world 
to his honour, and not abule it by conſuming it up- 
on their luſts, but may feel their hearts influenced 
to do good, and communicate to the wants of their 
fellow-creatures ; remembring that with ſuch ſa- 
crifices God is well pleaſed. 


Dt ar Friends, you who have the cauſe of Truth 
at heart, and are deſirous that, as the Lord's approv- 
ed people, we may be arrayed with the beautiful 
garments of righteouſneſs, ſpare not thoſe in judg- 
ment, who by any immoral practices, bring a re- 
proach on our high and holy profeſſion ; but, at- 
ter due admonition and chriſtian waiting for their 
reformation, if they continue therein, ſet them with- 
out the camp for the clearing the teſtimony of 

Truth, 
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Truth, and that others may learn to fear. If we 
were a clean ſpiritually- minded people, our num- 
bers would be more likely to increaſc ; for fincere 
ſeeking minds would be turned towards us, and, 
beholding our chaſte converſation coupled with the 
Fear of God, might be led to ſettle under the im- 
mediate teaching of his Spirit: for, to behold theſe, 
who have not frequent inſtrumental teaching, well 
inſtructed to his kingdom, muſt have a ſtriking in- 
fluence upon truly conſiderate minds; who may 
conclude that thele are taught of the Lord, or they 
could not be thus eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs. So 
that, in bearing a ſilent uniform teſtimony, in ſpi- 
rit and conduct, to the Truth, as it is in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, theſe are convincing teachers of righteouſneſs 
to their neighbours. Had all the profeſſors of 
Truth been thus concerned that their lights might 
ſhine before men, I believe that the principles and 
teſtimonies committed to us had gained more 
ground amongſt mankind ; many would have ſeen 
their conſiſtency with the Goſpel diſpenſation, and 
have acknowledged that, bleſſed were that people, 
who were thus divinely inſtructed. But, alas, 
many have ſwerfed from the holy commandment, 
from the law and the teſtimonies, to their reproach 
amongſt men, as well as condemnation before God; 
and ſome, who may appear in an outward ſhew to 
bear them, are doing their works to be ſeen of men, 
rather than in true faithfulneſs to Him. I there- 
fore beſeech you, ſearch yourſelves, and know what 
ſpirits you are of; for it is impoſſible to impoſe 
upon Him, before whoſe Tribunal we mutt all ap- 
pear, and from Him receive a reward according to 
our works, If you keep to Truth, it will preſerve 
you from the many condemnable practices which 
are in the world, and bring you up in the ſeveral 
My branches 
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branches of our Chriſtian teſtimony in true zeal and 
integrity of heart towards God; ſo that the lan- 
guage of your conduct to attentive minds will be, 
follow us, as we follow Chriſt. 


ALTHovcn I have been led thus cloſely to point 
out the ſtates of the careleſs and backſliders, I am 
not inſenſible that there is a living exerciſed tem- 
nant amongſt you, who are ſecretly lamenting the 
failures of others in duty, and adopting the lan- 
guage of the Lord's exerciſed prophet, Hear, we 
beſeech thee, O Lord God of Hoſts, by whom ſhall Ja- 
cob ariſe, for he is ſmall? My beloved Friends, he 
who raiſcd us up to be a people, is able to ſtrength- 
enus: and, as it is evident his love is towards us, 
and his power 1s operating upon individuals, in 
order to form them for his tervice, may your minds 
be ſtayed upon him, in hope that he will continue 
to viſit his people, and have mercy on his heri- 
tage: ſo that the waſte places ſhall rejoice; be- 
cauſe life and verdure will appear, where withering 
and death have ſorrowfully been viſible, I have 
been comforted with the hope that the Lord will 
not ſuffer us to be laid waſte, as a people; but is 
on his way for our help, and will gather ſome, who 
have ſcattered from him, in purſuic of theſe things 
which cannot ſatisfy the immortal Spirit, who ſce- 
ing their own loſs will look back towards Zion 
with weeping and lamentation, which will make 
way for their return with ſongs of praiſe and everlaſt- 
ing joy upon their heads; who, being redeemed from 
that bondage to that god of this world under which 
they had groaned, will become zealous for the Law 
and thoſe Tcſtimonies, which, in the darkneſs of 
their imaginations, they had once deſpiſed. May 
the living, therefore, endeavour to poſſcſs paar 

ouls 
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ſouls in patience ; ſo will they witneſs a renewal of 
ſtrength, and ſome be enabled to labour for the 
help of others, watching over them in love, and 
manifeſting that charity, which, tho? it ſuffereth 
long, and is kind, will not ſuffer ſin upon a bro- 
ther without reproof : and, may theſe, who are 
thus laboured with, conſider the mercy of God 
thus manifeſted; and, under a ſenſe that love to 
their ſouls is the prevailing motive to our Chriſtian 
labours, both in public miniſtry, and private ad- 
monition, accept thankfully thoſe endeavours for 
their reformation, and be prevailed upon to ſcek 
the Lord while he may be found, and call upon 
him while he is near, to favour them with ſtrength 
to forſake the path of error and wickedneſs, and 
walk in that of holineſs, which alone leadeth to 
everlaſting life. 


l nave felt an engagement for thoſe who have 
been gathered to us from other religious profeſſi- 
ons, that they may be ſettled upon the ancient 
foundation, and, being rooted and grounded in the 
faith, may know the Love of God fo ſhed abroad 
in their hearts, as that thereby they may be in- 
fluenced to ſerve him, and preſerved living mem- 
bers of Chriſt to the end of time. Remember, *tis 
not enough to be engrafted into him; you muſt 
abide in him, and he in you; or you will become 
as withered branches, and as ſuch caſt forth, being 
ſubjects tor judgment : and, fo much the heavier 
is your condemnation like to be, for having known 
the Truth, But if you abide in Him, and his 
Word abide in you, ye will glorify your heavenly 
Father, by bringing forth much fruit. It may with 
ſorrow be obſerved, that ſome, who have been ad- 
ded to us by convincement, have not ſtood their 


ground 
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ground in the ſimplicity of Truth ; tho* they 
have been convinced of the principle, they have 
not lived ſtrictly under its direction; as probably, 
ſome may have ſuſtained loſs, by looking out at 
ſuch as have had their education amongſt us, who 
are taking liberties contrary to the pure rule of the 
Lord's Spirit, whoſe manners they may imitate and 
ſo ſettle down too much in the ſame ſpirit, and like 
as the prophet deſcribes the ſtate of Ephraim are as 
a cake not turned, that is, but half changed in ſpirit 
and conduct : Dear friends, let it be your concern 
to eye that Divine Leader in whom you have be- 
lieved, and follow no man further than he follows 
Chriſt. Suffer not your minds to be ſtaggered by 
the conduct and ſpirit of ſome who are under the 
_ profeſſion of Truth; but conſider that they as well 
as others are in the Firſt Nature, until they ſubmit 
to that Divine Power which can work the neceſſary 
change of heart; and, therefore, will naturally 
bring forth fruits agreeable thereto; and althougff 
we muſt acknowledge ſuch as members of our ſo- 
ciety, by birthright, they are not in a ſtate of ſtrict 
communion with the faithful : nevertheleſs, we 
muſt exerciſe charity towards them, and wait for 
their being brought into the ſheep fold through the 
ſanctify ing operation of His Spirit, who has declar- 
ed Himſelf the Door, as well as the Good Shepherd, 
under whoſe government, if you ſettle, you will 
experience a going in, and out, and find paſture ; 
when thoſe may inhabit the parched places of the 
wilderneſs; the ſenſe of whoſe ſtate leads me to 
remark to them, that a Profeſſion of without a Poſ- 
ſeſſion in the Truth will avail them nothing; tho' 
tis certainly to be prized; as thereby we are in the 
way of receiving right inſtruction from our youth 


up. 
P Now 


16 AN EPISTLE, &c. 
Now, dear Friends, as the end propoſed by my 


thus reviving in your remembrance ſome of theſe 
truths, I have been concerned in Goſpel Love to 
teſtify of, is, that all may ſeck after the inſtructi- 
on and aid of that Holy Spirit we profeſs to be- 
lieve it neceſſary to be guided by. I entreat you to 
let it have its due weight, and not be read, as many 
admonitions of the like kind are, without making 
an application of what is communicated ; but, let 
ſuch as read enquire what remarks may ſuit their 
ſtates : ſo will the labour of love I have been en- 
gaged in have the deſired effect; which is, that 
Friends, in their reſpective ſtations, may be built up 
in the moſt holy Faith, and in thoſe things which 
truly edify; that our Zion may ariſe and ſhake 
herſelf from the duſt of the earth, and put on her 
beautiful garments as in days of old; ſo ſhall we 
conſpicuouſly appear a choſen generation, a royal 

rieſthood, a holy and peculiar people, who ſhall 
' a= forth the praiſes of Him who called us out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous Light, 


With the ſalutation of true Love, 


I remain your affectionate Friend, 


Redruth in Cornwall, the 22d 


of 10th Month, 1776. 
0 


CATHARINE PHILLIPS. 
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